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Ä̀h’ä̀ sra ni’ą. It is sunny outside.
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Dëtthät Jorn Cho Sranän

High Flying Hawk Month



Notices

Council Meetings 
Citizens can attend in-person or via Zoom. 
Please go to trondek.ca or our FB page for the Zoom links. 

Tuesday, April 1    
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A
Tuesday, April 15   
Elders Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm in Äłät Nëhëjël
Wednesday, April 23
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A
Monday, April 28
TH Youth Council Meeting @ 5:00 pm at K’äjit-in Zho
For Council meeting enquiries and to ask about virtual attendance via Zoom please 

email council.support@trondek.ca 
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Education: Field Trips & Field Work

The Tr’ondek H’wechin Education crew 
trekked down to Calgary this past month 
to embark on a post secondary school tour. 
Helen and Dave from RSS were joined by TH 
CELCs Chelsea Charlie, Nathan Dewell and 
Becky Alderson along with five First Nations 
students, three of which are TH Citizens. 

The goal of the trip was to visit various 
institutions around the city of Calgary 
to see what services and supports are 
available for Indigenous students. The days 
were packed with tours and eye-opening 
experiences!

Throughout the two day trip, they visited: 
Mount Royal University and the Iniksim 
Centre, the Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology (SAIT) and the Natoysopoyiis 
“Holy Wind Lodge”,   the Alberta University 
of the Arts and the Lodgepole Centre and 
finally, the University of Calgary and the 
Writing Symbols Lodge. 

Each of these centres offer support to 
Indigenous students through cultural 
resources, academic guidance and fostering 
of campus community. The goal is always 
to increase engagement and success for 
Indigenous students. 

A highlight of the trip was making zines at 
the Alberta University of the Arts. 

A small group of Hän language advocates attended the Supporting Indigenous Language 
Revitalization (SILR) gathering in Edmonton in March. The vision of the SILR Gathering 
is to create a safe and welcoming space for Indigenous language champions, speakers, 
learners and advocates. SILR’s gatherings are designed to elevate Indigenous Language 
Revitalization in community and education, to increase language speakers and learners 
and create a network to share, learn, connect and collaborate!

English on the Land is off to a great start! Classes happen every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. We meet in the wall tent outside Dänojà Zho 
Cultural Centre. Visitors are welcome to stop by and see what we are working on!



Heritage

Four fun facts about wolverines

• They can bring down prey three times their size

• They can travel 48 km in one day, despite their short legs

• Their fur is oily and stinky, some people call them the skunk bear

• They have special molars that rotate 90 degrees to help them eat frozen 

carrion

Packing Up For the Season
As March winds down, so does the TH trapline. The trapline project was a collaboration 
between the Heritage, Fish & Wildlife and Education departments at TH. We’ve had such 
a wonderful season and we’ve worked with many partners within TH Government and 
beyond!

Throughout the season we’ve managed to clear 28km of trail with the help of Citizens of 
all ages. During our time on the land, it’s become clear that being on the trapline is about 
more than just catching animals. It’s about learning new skills, engaging in traditional 
activities, connecting people to the land, as well as building community within TH and the 
greater community of Dawson. 
There have been many learning moments and overall, the season has been extremely 
successful. One of the highlights was bringing our marten pelts to the Fur Show. Although 
we didn’t win any prizes, we received many compliments on our marten, all of which were 
skinned by TH youth! As we get better at skinning, we’re sure we will continue to improve. 
(Maybe we will even win that chainsaw next year.)  

This collaborative project has inspired more for the future with the hopes of hosting a 
spring camp at Nänkäk Ch’ëhòląyNänkäk Ch’ëhòląy for some spring beaver trapping! 
Special mähsį’ to Tommy Taylor, John Taylor, Chase Everitt, and all the people who made 
this happen. And thanks to Nick at the Dawson District Renewable Resources Council for 
his ongoing support. Without your knowledge and expertise we might still be out there 
trying to find the trail!
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Wolverine Brings

Winter Weather
By Jody Beaumont

 The last few cold and frosty nights made me think of 
a transcript I read a while back. The transcript is from 
a series of interviews conducted with Joe and Annie 
Henry, in 1990.
I read this transcript quite a long time ago and was 
reminded of it last year when Percy was sharing 
Wolverine stories with me. Percy was talking 
about Wolverine’s characteristics and powers, and, 
unbeknownst to Percy, he ended up solving a mystery 
for me.

In the interview from 1990, Joe was sharing a story about travelling in the Blackstone 
area in early spring. He speaks about a fellow who makes a wolverine out of snow 
and clubs it into the fire. At the time I originally read the story I didn’t know what the 
heck was going on. I hadn’t learned enough yet to understand what Joe was trying to 
share with us. Then, when Percy started explaining about Wolverine and sharing his 
stories it all started making sense.
Here’s an excerpt from Joe’s story about travelling in the early spring. (The interview 
was recorded in Gwich’in and translated into English by Percy):

When they went back, Hart River bunch left their stuff at Blackstone, and Joe Henry 
himself left stuff there too. They went back to pick up their family. And he come from 
Tth’an Dhidlii and try to come back to Blackstone, and they said it was a very early 
spring. It suddenly turn hot. They said the snow melt so fast you could almost see it go 
down like you put snow on a campfire. That’s how fast it’s melting. They got to the Peel, 
and then they went back to get the other load, Joe Henry did. And he just got there, 
and he took his load across. He didn’t stop for anything. He took his family across and 
the water came just like the ice ready to go out. That’s how fast things happening. Way 
back in the flat there’s water as deep as up to knee high. Some place dogs swimming. 
That’s how hot it got. That’s how fast the water came. In the meantime, Hart River 
bunch, there’s a guy named John. He made wolverine out of snow. What the Indian 
used to do is make wolverine and they make fire in front of his nose. While he’s doing 
that the water dripping down his nose. Then they club him into the fire. And when we 
got to the mouth of the Blackstone and the mountain, way up in the mouth of those 
mountain, once they camped there they crossed. They tell me no snow, so they just 
camped anywhere, and in the meantime this guy made that wolverine and it turned 
cold. It really turned cold. All the river was frozen. Back flat was all frozen. So when they 
took off, no problem. (Transcript #: 90 – 06 B)

Last year, when Percy was sharing Wolverine stories he also talked about Wolverine’s 
personality and his powers. It was a really nice “a-ha” moment when he shared the story 
about Wolverine and the Hunter. The longer version of the story is a great listen. The 
following is a short version from Percy:
So Wolverine asks Tsà’ wëzhè to go hunt. Got late so they camp. They keep fire at night 
time. And they put lots of big wood in. And then they went to sleep. They take their 
clothes off to dry. They wet, all wet. They dry their pants. And Tsà’ wëzhè he watch him. 
Pretty soon Wolverine fell asleep. So Tsà’ wëzhè sneak up, he switch pants. Pretty soon 
Wolverine got up. He took Tsà’ wëzhè’s pants then throw it in the fire. Except they were 
really Wolverine’s own pants because Tsà’ wëzhè switched them. That’s how Wolverine eat 
people. He trick them so they freeze. But Tsà’ wëzhè tricked Wolverine instead.

In the morning Wolverine realizes that he has no pants so he asks Tsà’ wëzhè to build a fire 
for him so he doesn’t freeze. Tsà’ wëzhè goes to get wood but instead of getting wood he 
goes farther and farther away, leaving Wolverine to freeze.
So he told that Tsà’ wëzhè bring lots of wood. So Tsà’ wëzhè bring wood and he get farther 
away and farther away. Pretty soon he can hardly hear him. Tsà’ wëzhè tells wolverine that 
he burned his pants because Wolverine killed men. So he stay there and freeze. Wolverine 
can make bad weather you know. He holler “raaahhhhh”. Big north wind come. Everything 
froze. And so when they found him he was froze on his pee. He pee so much. Froze up real 
high. That’s how they got rid of him. So that’s what he do, eh. Everything froze.
Right now. I don’t know if I could do it but I could make cold weather, eh. Because I could 
make wolverine out of snow. Then you build a fire. That story I told you about where he 
can’tbuild fire and he froze. So I build fire and then you club him. He fall in the fire. Big 
north wind gonna come. Wolverine will help you by making it cold again so you can get 
home. So every story got something to it. (Transcript #: 12-13)

The story of Wolverine and the Hunter, as well as the stories we have about Wolverine and 
the Traveller, illustrates his characteristics. Wolverine is a trickster who will get into your 
cache and destroy things. He can also bring winter weather.
As you can see from Joe’s story this can be a good thing because you can bring colder 
temperatures when you need them, thanks to Wolverine. He also provides fur which will 
keep you very warm on the coldest days.
 



Holiday Special Events

Wellness

Weekly Health Talks: 
Wednesday from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm, focusing on different aspects of wellbeing. Topics this 
month will include maintaining an healthy heart, overview of chronic disease, healthy mind 
for a healthy body, and stress management. 
Healthy snacks will be provided 

Meals on Wheels Survey: 
We will begin call-outs for our survey early April! 
 

Honouring Self Circle: Open to individuals in recovery as part of aftercare programming. A 
way to provide group support to those who are active in their recovery journey.  
April 13: 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm, Art Therapy at CJJC 

April 27: 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm, Traditional Talking Circle at Nänkäk Ch’ëhòląy
Rides provided April 27: leave from CJJC at 6:00 pm, leave Nänkäk Ch’ëhòląy at 9:30 pm.
Light refreshments provided.
 

Monday Fundays: Games Night 

Every Monday 

5:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

At the CJJC 

Casual game night with a meal provided.
 

Elders Birthday Bingo 

Friday, April 25 

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Äłät Nëhëjël (TH Hall) 
Coffee/Tea and light snacks provided. Game called by RCMP. 
 

Drop-in Tech Tuesdays  
Open to Elders who need assistance navigating any issues around phones, cyber security, 
and social media. 
Every Tuesday Afternoon 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

At the CJJC 

 

Elders Spring Camp 

Evening of Wednesday, May 7 to Morning of Sunday, May 11 

Nänkäk Ch’ëhòląy (Land of Plenty) 
We are currently curating a fun spring camp for Elders; we will be reaching out and taking 
suggestions to see what you would like to see at your spring camp! 
 

For more information, email wellness.reception@trondek.ca 

April in the Wellness Department

Elders on Campus at Yukon University

Tr’odëk Hätr’unohtän Zho - Dawson Campus

Friday April 11

Drop in sewing & beading 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Monday April 14 

Drop in sewing & beading 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

April 28 & 30

Graduation regalia making

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

For more information, 

email katie.english@trondek.ca



Notices

Update on the TH Housing Policy:
We would like to express our pride and thanks to all Citizens who have 

come out to ask tough questions regarding the Housing Policy. 

The new housing policy has been in draft for two years and we are pleased 
that our Citizens Workshops in August, November, February and March 

have been well attended. 

We are proud to have gathered all the information necessary for Chief & 
Council’s review. 

This information will be prepped and presented at the General Assembly 
on april 5 - 6, 2025.

Mähsį’ cho for your participation and input. 

Citizens Information & Knowledge SharingCitizens Information & Knowledge Sharing
on Indigenous Protected & Conserved Areas (IPCAs)on Indigenous Protected & Conserved Areas (IPCAs)

April 15 & 16, 2025April 15 & 16, 2025
Nänkäk Ch’ëhòląy (Land of Plenty)Nänkäk Ch’ëhòląy (Land of Plenty)

 

Join us for guest presentations and camp�re style discussions on Join us for guest presentations and camp�re style discussions on 

IPCAs and conservation on TH Traditional Territory.IPCAs and conservation on TH Traditional Territory.

Please register with: anna.claxton@trondek.caPlease register with: anna.claxton@trondek.ca

donna.michon@trondek.ca donna.michon@trondek.ca 

or  call (867) 993-7100 ext. 247or  call (867) 993-7100 ext. 247

Cabin space is limited and there will be rides out every day. Cabin space is limited and there will be rides out every day. 

From the Housing and Infrastructure Team

Spring Reminder:
We would like to remind tenants and Citizens that with spring comes the 

hazards of falling snow and water covered ice on the roads. Please be 
careful when out and about town. 

Please clear your driveways and yards and put away your winter items to 
ensure they are not plowed away or stuck in a big puddle. 

We would like to remind our tenants and Citizens with animals to clean 
up after your pets as the snow thaws.  This will make town smell more 

pleasant as spring arrives. Thank you and have a wonderful spring from the 
Housing and Infrastructure department.



Fridays from 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Drop-In Sewing Circle in the 

Heritage Boardroom.
Bring your unfinished projects, 

sewing questions,
or start to learn with a small 

beading samples.

Snacks will be provided
For information, please email 
sharon.vittrekwa@trondek.ca
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